1 It is also not found in the Shulhan Arukh. Louis Jacobs, "Attitudes towatd Christianity in the Halakhah," in Gevuroth Haromah, ed. Ze'ev W Falk (Jerusalem: 1987) XXX, no. 44, writes that Isserles to Yoreh Deah 148: 12 refers to thl:' custom "only in a very indirect way." This is totally incorrect as Isserles' comment has nothing to do with the issue at hand. Indeed, there is no reason to assume that he was even aware of the custom we are looking at. The uncensored text of Isserles, as found in the first edition (Cracow: 1578), reads as follows: Christmas. 3 Of course, even without a clear halakhic prohibition, Jews were accustomed to use derogatory expressions in speaking of elements of the Christian religion. This explains why they often refrained from using the name 'Jesus," although as Haggahot Maimoniyot points out, there is nothing wrong with saying 'Jesus," and the name even appears in the Talmud. 4 The name for Christmas in rabbinic literature is Nittel. Once again, it is impossible to know when this name came into being, but it is already found in a number of medieval texts. 
